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ABOUT THE FILM
The life of the English composer, country dancer and folk song collector George Butterworth was cut short when he
was killed in action at Pozières, France during the Battle of the Somme in 1916. He was just 31 years of age. Shot by a
enemy sniper on the frontline, he was buried where he fell and his remains were never subsequently recovered.
Butterworth left behind a handful of exceptional musical compositions and a personal collection of over 300 English
folk songs, tunes and dances, yet the details of his career have remained relatively obscure until recently.
Butterworth’s surviving output, particularly the Rhapsody, 'A Shropshire Lad' and the Idyll The Banks of Green Willow
are seen as emblematic of a particularly English musical sensibility and his works retain great popular appeal. In August
2014 Sir Simon Rattle chose to record Butterworth’s Rhapsody, 'A Shropshire Lad' with the Berlin Philharmonic to mark
the Centenary of World War One, and Butterworth's The Banks of Green Willow regularly takes its place in the Classic
FM listeners' chart. His orchestral music, like that of Vaughan Williams, is often described as 'pastoral'; what is less
commonly noted is the deep current of emotion that runs throughout Butterworth's music.
Along with other pioneers, including Vaughan Williams and Holst, Butterworth was part of a radical and progressive
pre-war musical movement in England which drew inspiration from the well of traditional song. Heading out into the
English countryside Butterworth absorbed the infuence of traditional melodies direct from the rural singers and
musicians he encountered. The Edwardian English folk revival championed the music of the rural working class, taking
it into the concert halls through the work of Butterworth and others and challenging the British musical establishment.
There began to be an awareness that all people had culture, not just the privileged, urban elite.
Using previously unseen archival material, evocative new footage, and drawing on testimony from his contemporaries
and from Butterworth's biographer Anthony Murphy, plus a selection of expert commentators and gifted singers and
musicians, this portrait documentary tells the story of Butterworth's life and music from his earliest childhood to his fnal
hours in the trenches of World War One. We accompany Butterworth on his forays collecting folk songs, to discover
what he really found when he went out into rural England and how it informed his own music. We explore what led
Butterworth to once describe himself as a 'professional morris dancer', and follow his journey to its tragic conclusion in
France on The Somme.
One hundred years after the end of the Great War, it is time to revisit George Butterworth's story in a comprehensive
portrait documentary and reconsider the accomplishments in a remarkable yet tragically short life.

ALL MY LIFE'S BURIED HERE - The Story of George Butterworth
www.georgebutterworth.co.uk

Film still from the documentary

(c) 2018 Stewart Hajdukiewicz for HAJDUKINO PRODUCTIONS

