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Constitution of The Friends of the Traditional Song Forum


1. Name
The name of the organisation shall be ‘The Friends of the Traditional Song Forum’ (abbreviated to ‘Friends of TSF’)

2. Aims
The aims of Friends of TSF will mirror those of the Traditional Song Forum as published on the TSF website www.tradsong.org. These can be summarised as:
· To encourage research into, and dissemination of, traditional song and traditional singing in all its forms. 
· To provide channels of communication and mutual support between those interested in the field.
· To support and encourage those public repositories and private individuals who hold material relevant to the Forum's interests. 
· To improve access to, and dissemination of, that material.
· To raise the profile of traditional song and traditional singing.

3. Activities
To further the aims of TSF Friends of TSF will have the powers to:
· Raise funds and receive contributions where appropriate.
· Support the officers of TSF in organising meetings or in other activities.

4. Membership
· Membership of Friends of TSF shall be open to anyone who is interested in helping to achieve its aims and is willing to abide by the rules of the group. 
· Friends of TSF will agree to make an annual contribution of an amount that they choose.
· Anyone may leave Friends of TSF at any time by writing to the TSF Membership Secretary.
· Friends of TSF must agree to the Data Protection Policy and Privacy Statement of the Traditional Song Forum, as published on the TSF website www.tradsong.org.
· The membership of an individual may be suspended by the management group if that person is shown to have acted in a way that reflects adversely on the Traditional Song Forum and its aims, or if they fail to make their annual contribution within a reasonable period.

5. Management
· Friends of TSF will be managed by a group which includes the officers of TSF (Chair, Treasurer, Secretary) plus at least two others from among the donors.
· The managing group will communicate as necessary by e-mail or telephone but will also aim to meet at least once each year.  Attendance of that meeting through a telephone link or teleconference is permissible.

6. Finance
· All moneys received in contributions from Friends of TSF shall be placed by the Treasurer in the bank account of the Traditional Song Forum.
· Money received from other sources will also be added to the TSF account
· The money raised may only be used for furthering the aims of the Traditional Song Forum and Friends of TSF. These include meeting, secretarial and website expenses. They may also include payments for special purposes agreed by the managing group of Friends of TSF.
· Expenditure of amounts greater than £150 must be signed off by two TSF officers.
· The accounts of the Friends of TSF shall be submitted to the scrutiny of a suitably qualified independent person annually.
7. Dissolution
· The managing group of Friends of TSF shall have the power, on a unanimous vote to dissolve the organisation. 
· The resolution may give instructions for the disposal of assets held by or in the name of the Friends of TSF, provided that if any property remains after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities, such property shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Friends of TSF, but shall be given or transferred to an institution having objects similar to some, or all, of the objects of the Friends of TSF. 
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